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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 j^5( \A 1 * A method for performing master planning priority 

2 /Assignment, the method comprising: 

3 assigning a priority to a demand record/, said demand 

4 record containing a demand record attributes field and a 

5 demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

6 identifying a rule database, said nile database 

7 including at least one record, a rule -database attribute 

8 field that correlates to said demand/record attribute field, 

9 and a rule database priority . field; 

10 querying said rule database for a corresponding rule 

11 database record that contains data in said rule database 

12 attribute field that matches data in said demand record 

13 attribute field; and 

14 updating data in said/demand record priority field with 

15 data from said corresponding rule database priority field. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 wherein said data in said 

2 corresponding rule y database attribute field contains an 

3 explicit value. 



1 3 . The wfethod of claim 1 wherein said data in said 

2 corresponding rule database attribute field contains a 

3 hierarchy /-alue and said match occurs if said data in said 

4 demand record attribute field is contained within said 

5 hierarchy value, 



YOR920010146US1/I3 1-0003 



15 



1 4 . The method of claim 1 wherein said data in said 

2 corresponding rule database attribute field contains a 

3 wildcard value and said data in /said demand record attribute 

4 field is not used in said matching. 

5 5. The method of claim A wherein said demand record 

6 attribute field includes dud date, customer, and demand 

7 type . / 

1 6. The method ^f/cl aim 1 further comprising creating 

2 said rule database. \p\ 

1 7. The methM of claim 1 further comprising updating 

2 said at least one record in said rule database. 

1 8. The /method of claim 1 further comprising creating a 

2 hierarchy value, said hierarchy value containing a hierarchy 

3 value . / 

1 9/ The method of claim 1 further comprising creating a 

2 hiera/chy value, said hierarchy value containing an explicit 

3 valufe. 
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10. A method for master planning /priority assignment, 
the method comprising: 

assigning a priority to a demand record, said demand 
record containing a demand record attribute field and a 
demand record priority field; saici assigning including: 

identifying a rule database^ said rule database 
including at least one record, /a rule database attribute 
field that correlates to sai<? demand record attribute field, 
and a rule database priority field; 

querying said rule database for a corresponding rule 
database record that contains data in said rule database 
attribute field that maftches data in said demand record 
attribute field, said/ matching comprising: 

querying said rule database for an explicit data match; 
if no said explicit data match exists querying said 
rule database tof a hierarchy value match; and; 

if no saidr explicit data match or said hierarchy value 
data match e^Lsts querying said rule database for a wildcard 
match; and 

updat/ng data in said demand record priority field with 
data fron/ said corresponding rule database priority field. 
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1 11. A system for performing master planning priority 

2 assignment, the system comprising: / 

3 a storage device storing master planning priority 

4 assignment data; / 

5 a user system; and / 

6 a host system in communication wiifh said storage device 

7 and said user systems, said host system implementing a 

8 process comprising: / 

9 assigning a priority to a demand record, said demand 
• % n 10 record containing a demand record attribute field and a 

^ 11 demand record priority field; /said assigning including: 

IU / 

ry 12 identifying a rule database, said rule database 

j2 13 including at least one reoord, a rule database attribute 

CO 14 field that correlates to/said demand record attribute field, 

^ 15 and a rule database pr/ority field; 

CO 16 querying said riae database for a corresponding rule 

?3 / 

;~ 17 database record that contains data in said rule database 

13 18 attribute field that matches data in said demand record 

M- / 

19 attribute field;/and 

2 0 updating data in said demand record priority field with 

21 data from saiid corresponding rule database priority field. 

1 12. /he system of claim 11 wherein said wherein said 

2 data in s4id corresponding rule database attribute field 

3 contains an explicit value. 
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1 13. The system of claim 11 wherein said data in said 

2 corresponding rule database attribute field contains a 

3 hierarchy value and said match occurs if safd data in said 

4 demand record attribute field is containear within said 

5 hierarchy value . / 

1 14. The system of claim 11 wherein said data in said 

2 corresponding rule database attribute field contains a 

3 wildcard value and said data in ^aid demand record attribute 

4 field is not used in said matcbung. 

5 15. The system of claim: 11 wherein said demand record 

6 attribute field includes due date, customer, and demand 

7 type . / 

1 16. The syst£((rr\Q£§ claim 11 wherein said host system 

2 implementing a proc&f sX urther comprises creating said rule 

3 database. / 

1 17. The system of claim 11 wherein said host system 

/ 

2 implementing a process further comprises updating said at 

3 least one record in said rule database. 

1 18./ The system of claim 11 wherein said host system 

2 implementing a process further comprises creating a 

3 hierarchy value, said hierarchy value containing a hierarchy 

4 value . 
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1 19. The system of claim 11 wKerein said host system 

2 implementing a process further comprises creating a 

3 hierarchy value, said hierarchy value containing an explicit 

4 value . / 

1 20. The system o¥ claim 11 further comprising a 

2 network providing communication between the host system and 

3 the user system. / 

1 21. Ther system of claim 11 further comprising a 

2 network providing communication between the storage device 

3 and the >iost system. 
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22. A system for performing master planning priority 
assignment, the system comprising: 

a storage device storing master /planning priority 
assignment data; 

a user system; and 

a host system in communication with said storage device 
and said user systems, said host/ system implementing a 
process comprising : 

assigning a priority to d demand record, said demand 
record containing a demand record attribute field and a 
demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

identifying a rule da/abase, said rule database 
including at least one re/ord, a rule database attribute 
field that correlates to/said demand record attribute field, 
and a rule database pri/rity field; 

querying said rule database for a corresponding rule 
database record that contains data in said rule database 
attribute field that/matches data in said demand record 
attribute field, sa/d matching comprising: 

querying saicy rule database for an explicit data match; 

if no said explicit data match exists querying said 
rule database for a hierarchy value match; and; 

if no said explicit data match or said hierarchy value 
data match ex/sts querying said rule database for a wildcard 
match; and updating data in said demand record priority 
field with yaata from 

said/corresponding rule database priority field. 



YOR920010146US1/I3 1-0003 



1 23. A storage medium encoded with machine -readable 

2 computer program code for performing master planning 

3 priority assignment, the storage medium storing /instructions 

4 for causing a host system to implement a method, comprising: 

5 assigning a priority to a demand record^ said demand 

6 record containing a demand record attribute field and a 

7 demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

8 identifying a rule database, sai4 rule database 

9 including at least one record, a ru/e database attribute 

10 field that correlates to said demand record attribute field, 

11 and a rule database priority fiesld; 

12 querying said rule database for a corresponding rule 

13 database record that contains data in said rule database 

14 -attribute field that matches data in said demand record 

15 attribute field; and / 

16 updating data in said demand record priority field with 

17 data from said corresponding rule database priority field. 

1 24. The storage medium of claim 23 wherein said data 

2 in said corresponding rule database attribute field contains 

3 an explicit va/ue . 

1 25. The storage medium of claim 23 wherein said data 

2 in said corresponding rule database attribute field contains 

3 a hierarchy value and said match occurs if said data in said 

4 demand/ record attribute field is contained within said 

5 hierarchy value . 
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1 26. The storage medium/of claim 23 wherein said data 

2 in said corresponding rule/database attribute field contains 

3 a wildcard value and said data in said demand record 

4 attribute field is not/used in said matching. 

1 27. The storage medium of claim 23 wherein said demand 

2 record attribute field includes due date, customer, and 

3 demand type . 

1 28. The storagefn^dium of claim 23 further comprising 

2 creating said rulexdauaj^ase . 

1 29. The storage medium of c>aim 23 further comprising 

2 updating said at least one record in said rule database. 

1 30. The storage medium of claim 23 further comprising 

2 creating a hierarchy/^alue , said hierarchy value containing 

3 a hierarchy value./' 

1 31. Th^r storage medium of claim 2 3 further comprising 

2 creating a^nierarchy value, said hierarchy value containing 

3 an explicit value. 
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1 32. A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 

2 computer program code for performing master planning 

3 priority assignment, the storage medium storing instructions 

4 for causing a host system to implement a method comprising: 

5 assigning a priority to a demand record, said demand 

6 record containing a demand record attribute field and a 

7 demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

8 identifying a rule database, said rule database 

9 including at least one record, a rule database attribute 

10 field that correlates to said demand record attribute field, 

11 and a rule database priority field; 



.0 

fjj 12 querying said rule database for a corresponding rule 

rtJ 13 database record that contains data in said rule database 

O 

1^ 14 attribute field that matches data in said demand record 

^ 15 attribute field, said matching comprising: 

q 16 querying said rule database for an explicit data match; 

17 if no said explicit data match exists querying said 

hi 18 rule database for a hierarchy value match; and; 
^ 19 if no said explicit data match or said hierarchy value 

2 0 data match exists querying said rule database for a wildcard 

21 match; and 

22 updating data in said demand record priority field with 

23 data from said corresponding rule database priority field. 
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